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First fundraiser set to
help GROW Myrtleford

By LEAH ANDERSON-BYRNE

FOLLOWING a public campaign
for a new community fund for
Myrtleford, a local advisory com-
mittee has been announced along-
side a name and vision for the fund
which is set to kick off fundraising
on December 17.

Eight local people and repre-
sentatives will form the new GROW
Myrtleford Advisory Group to lead
the fundraising and grant making
strategy for a charitable community
fund set up to support Myrtleford
and district communities.

The group has wasted no time,
already holding its first meeting to
determine a name and vision for
the fund.

Group chair Fiona Nicholls said
GROW Myrtleford was selected
from a number of name options
and brand concepts.

“We wanted a name that re-
spects the history of Myrtleford
and its agricultural industries but
one that also acknowledges the
positive change and regeneration
that continues to happen over the
last decade,” she said.

“GROW Myrtleford delivers a
vision for the town and surround-
ing communities and our goal will
be to support projects that benefit
the area and its people; we want to
grow the community connection,
the liveability, the resilience.

“The fund will aim to foster that
growth through its grants.”

The advisory group is now fo-
cusing on fund development and
grant strategy, as it plans to begin
granting from GROW Myrtleford
as early as 2022.

GROW Myrtleford is a sub-fund
of Into Our Hands Community
Foundation and chief executive
officer Sarah Thompson said
thanks to this structure the fund
can offer chartable status and tax
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deductibility for donors.

“It also allows the advisory group
to focus on what needs doing to help
the fund get going and start granting
rather than compliance and admin-
istration,” she said.

“The fund is part of place-based
funds strategy for Into Our Hands
which aims to grow community
capacity and empowerment.

“We have established other
community funds through Give
Wangaratta which give regional
towns more control and access to
funds for their own community
projects and aspirations.

“GROW Myrtleford aims to do the
same, with plans to launch a third
community fund for Bright in 2022.”

The advisory group has been

quick to take action, having fostered
an important partnership with local
stock agents, Nutrien Ivone Agen-
cies, to establish a GROW Myrtleford
charity pen at their upcoming Myrtl-
eford cattle sale on December 17.

Nutrien Ivone Agencies are also
donating $2000 to the fund to get
donations flowing.

The pen is available for local
farmers and cattle producers to
donate a beast to the Grow Myrtl-
eford Fund.

Proceeds of the sale will be do-
nated to the fund to help grow its
balance for supporting communi-
ty needs and all donations, (beasts
or cash) are tax deductible.

Nutrien Ivone Agencies has also
agreed to waive its normal sales
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commission in support of the
good cause.

“We are really thankful for the
support of the stock agents in
this partnership, they came on
board straight away and we've had
four to five calves donated so far,
which is just a fabulous start,” Ms
Thompson said.

“It just shows what a passionate
and enthusiastic committee and
community can achieve in a very
small amount of time.”

For more information on donat-
ing to Grow Myrtleford or the cat-
tle sale please contact Dan Ivone
on 0427 480 548 or Sarah Thomp-
son on 0466 252 866.

You can also donate now at htt-
ps://donorbox.org/grow-myrtleford.
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Cat curfew a
possibility as part
of draft domestic

animal plan
By LEAH ANDERSON-BYRNE

A PLAN that details Alpine Shire
Council’s commitment to animal
management is now available for
public comment.

The Draft Domestic Animal
Management Plan 2022 - 2026
outlines how council will administer
animal management through a
number of key factors.

With a focus on responsible pet
ownership, including boosting
animal registration numbers and
minimising harm to native animal
populations, the plan will guide
operations over the next four years.

Alpine Shire mayor Sarah
Nicholas encouraged community
members to share their views on the
draft document.

“Domestic animal management
is an important role for council
and as companion animals are so
important in many people’s lives,
we seek to finalise the planin
collaboration with the community,”
she said.

“People are passionate about
their pets and we understand
the importance of balancing
the positives of pet ownership
with some of the less desirable
outcomes, like the potential for
dogs and cats to disturb neighbours
and the impact of pets on native
animal populations.

“The plan includes the
investigation of a cat curfew in
2022 and continues to support
the annual subsidised desexing
program.”

The Draft Domestic Animal
Management Plan 2022 - 2026 is
now available for public exhibition.

Community members are invited
to share their views on the draft
document, which is available at
council’s Bright office and libraries
in Myrtleford and Mount Beauty.

To view the document and
have your say go to www.
alpineshire.vic.gov.au/council/
community-consultation/exhibition
by December 15, 2021.
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