
THREE Wangaratta and North East community organisations have received a share in more than 100,000 as

part of the latest GIVE Wangaratta Pitch Up fundraising event.

Organisations Big Brothers Big Sisters Wangaratta received $47,200, NE Tracks LLEN received $25,600 and

NESAY $27,500, much to the delight of the recipients and the audience. Held at the Wangaratta Performing

Arts and Convention Centre (WPACC), generous locals dug deep to make the programs a reality and enhance

and enrich the lives of young people in the North East region. Into Our Hands Foundation chair Ruth Kneebone

said ticket sales had been strong since they went on sale.

“There were 115 attendees, which was marvellous, and each came with a positive and generous mindset,” Ruth

said. “As the night evolved, personal stories mixed with good humour and wit gathered momentum and drove

the giving to totals beyond our expectations. “We were absolutely thrilled for the three pitching charities that

will now progress confidently to deliver their projects.”

Big Brothers Big Sisters Wangaratta was hoping for $20,000 to re- launch the Big Brothers Big Sisters

Community Mentoring Program so the increased amount was an exciting surprise. The contribution will help

fund the recruitment of volunteers, their rigorous screening, in depth training, the careful pairing of the right

young person and ongoing support for the duration of the program.

Community based mentoring coordinator Caz Sammon gasped and added “that’s ridiculous, thank you”. 

“The results exceeded all possible expectations and we are so incredibly excited to be re-launching this

program for our Wangaratta community and beyond,” Ms Sammon said. 

“Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for your exceptional generosity. 

“Together we are going to make a real difference to the lives and futures of our young people. 
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NE Tracks LLEN was hoping for $15,000 for their Hands On Career Expo to bring 35 different trades, 55

exhibitors, and hubs from renewable energy providers, social enterprise and emergency services to the event, as

well as organise transport for the 1000 young people to get there. 

When structured workplace learning coordinator Shane Crispin turned and saw the amount, he cried out ‘oh

my god’ and covered his face with disbelief and joy. “It was such an uplifting thing, we already know

 how great the Wangaratta community is and this just shows what amazing people we have here,” Mr Crispin

said. “We just want to say an enormous heartfelt thank you for being kindness heroes for our young people and

we look forward to bringing a fantastic event together for them.” 

NESAY, in partnership with Women’s Health Goulburn North East and complemented by the Respectful

Relationships Initiative, was hoping to reach a goal of $30,000 for its Healthy Masculinities Project. 

The project creates community capacity within the spaces that the three businesses work in by providing

support, education and the tools required to help call out gender norm behaviours when they see them. 

NESAY’s school focused youth services coordinator Kate Canning’s delighted face said it all - “wow, that’s just

amazing”. “We are so thankful, grateful and blessed by the overwhelming support and generosity we have

received for our project,” Ms Canning said. “We want our kids to be loved and valued for who they are, with the

same rights as each other rather than just accepting that ‘that’s how it is for a boy or a girl’. “When I saw that

number I thought, what an incredible community we live in.” 

The overall total figure pledged was $100,300, which surpassed the 2019 Pitch Up event by about $40,000. 

If you would like to contribute with in-kind support, volunteer  or donate funds to any of the projects, you can

still do so by contacting Into Our Hands on 0466 252 866 or email info@ intoourhands.com.au, or the

organisations directly.  To find out more about Give Wangaratta and the Into Our Hands Community

Foundation, contact executive officer Sarah Thompson on the number above, or chair Ruth Kneebone on 0402

104 188, or visit https:// intoourhandsfoundation.com. au. 

“

Since the event on Thursday, we have received an overwhelming response from people who would like to

become volunteer mentors, which is just incredible and we are so thankful.” 
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