
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GROW Myrtleford+ 
2026 Community Grants 

 
GROW Myrtleford+ exists to support projects that strengthen our local community 
— building connection, improving liveability, and helping our region thrive into 
the future. These small grants are made possible by the generosity of local 
donors who want to see positive, lasting change in Myrtleford and its surrounds. 

 
GRANT GUIDELINES & INSTRUCTIONS 

 
KEY DATES 
 

Grant Open Date:     Monday 7th September 2026 

Grant Close Date:     Sunday 25th  October 2026 

Grant Announcement:    late November 2026 

 

GENERAL GRANT ROUND INFORMATION 
 
Grow Myrtleford+ is inviting community organisations, nonprofits and charities 
in Myrtleford and the near surrounds to apply for funding for community 
projects in the following areas: 

a. Supporting community connections. 
b. Enhancing liveability in Myrtleford or one of its surrounding 

communities; or 
c. Supporting long-term community sustainability.  

 
The grants program will consider applications for grants up to $5,000 and has a 
funding pool of $20,000 to distribute. 



 
ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 
 
To be eligible for a grant, proposals must satisfy all eligibility criteria. 
 
The project must: 

a. Be located or implemented in Myrtleford and surrounding communities. 
b. Address at least one of the following grant priority areas: 

1. Supporting community connections. 
2. Enhancing liveability in Myrtleford or its surrounding 

communities; or 
3. Supporting long-term community sustainability.  

c. Can be commenced within the specified timeframe indicated in the 
application and preferably within 12 months from the date of approval. 

d. Not exceed $5,000 in requested funding. 
e. Demonstrate charitable purpose according to the Charities Act 2013 

(Commonwealth). It is a legal requirement that Into Our Hands 
Community Foundation only gives funds to charitable purposes. 

 
Some activities are ineligible for funding. These include: 

• Projects that support areas of responsibility of Federal, State or Local 
Governments. 

• Ongoing core organisational operational costs that do not demonstrate 
a lift to organisational capacity (e.g. rent, utilities, regular wages, loan 
repayments). 

• Overseas travel and overseas projects. 
• Prizes, gifts, trophies or awards. 
• Political lobbying. 
• Projects in support of, or to cover the costs of, alcohol, drugs, gambling, 

or any illegal or unethical activities. 
• Projects that primarily benefit private business, a sole trader, or private 

interests; and 
• Projects solely focused on animal welfare.   
• Projects from sporting clubs that are solely of benefit to their own 

members (e.g. club-only equipment, uniforms, or facility upgrades that 
do not offer broader community access. Projects may be considered if 
they clearly demonstrate inclusive benefit to the wider community.) 

  

https://www.acnc.gov.au/for-charities/start-charity/you-start-charity/charitable-purpose


 
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 
 
Grant applications will be assessed and ranked according to the following 
assessment criteria.   

Assessment Question 1:  How your project promotes at least one of the themes 
that GROW Myrtleford+ seeks to encourage (100 words): 

a) Strengthen community connection and resilience 

Projects that bring people together, build trust, and foster inclusion, 
participation, and support networks in Myrtleford and surrounding 
communities. 

b) Enhance liveability 

Initiatives that improve the everyday wellbeing, accessibility, or amenity of 
life in Myrtleford or nearby communities — making them healthier, more 
vibrant, and better places to live. 

c) Support long-term community sustainability  

Projects that contribute to the ongoing viability and self-sufficiency of local 
programs, services or infrastructure — helping communities to thrive well 
into the future. This could include initiatives that build capacity, create 
enduring systems, or develop locally driven solutions to emerging 
challenges. 

Assessment Question 2: Does the project benefit the community? 
Please tell us who your project is for. 
• Who are the main people or groups who will benefit the most?  
• Are there others who might also benefit (even if that’s not the main aim)? 
• Are they mostly part of your organisation, or from the wider community? 
• How many people do you expect will benefit, and where do they live or spend 

most of their time? 
 

Assessment Question 3: Is the organisation Community Led? 
Consideration is given to: Where are the community members who will be 
undertaking this project located.  E.g. Myrtleford and surrounds; Alpine valleys; 
Wangaratta; or Shepparton / Melbourne; Are members paid or volunteers? And 
Who runs the organisation and the proposed project? 

 
Assessment Question 4: Is your project ready and realistic? 
We need to understand if your project is likely to succeed. 
• Are the project activities clear and well planned?  
• Is the budget realistic for what you want to do? 
• Do you have the people, support, or partnerships needed to make it happen? 

  
 



 
AUSPICING 
 
Grow Myrtleford+ is a subfund of Into Our Hands Community Foundation 
(IOHCF) which is a Public Ancillary Fund which holds DGR Item 2 status. This 
enables IOHCF to issue a tax-deductible receipt to Grow Myrtleford+ donors. It 
also means that Grow Myrtleford+, through IOHCF, can only grant to charitable 
organisations that hold DGR Item 1 status.  
 
Organisations who have DGR1 status have been assessed as having a charitable 
purpose by the Australian Tax Office. Grow Myrtleford+, through IOHCF, can 
distribute funds directly to successful DGR1 organisations. 
 
Non-DGR1 organisations with a charitable purpose, if successful, will have their 
funds auspiced. This means that grant funds to successful non-DGR1 
organisations are distributed via an auspicing organisation like the Foundation 
for Regional and Rural Renewal, Australian Sports Foundation or an auspicing 
organisation with which the successful applicant has a relationship and 
nominates. If auspicing is required by a grant applicant, an additional 5% on top 
of the requested funds should be included in the grant application budget to 
cover auspicing fees. IOHCF manages the auspicing process and successful 
non-DGR1 grant applicants have minimal involvement in the auspicing process 
beyond providing further information as necessary. 
 
COMPLETING THE GRANT APPLICATION PROCESS  
 
When you are ready to start the grant application process, click here: 
https://intoourhandscommunityfoundation.formstack.com/forms/growmyrtlefor
d2026 
You can save your progress as you go. 
 
If you would prefer to submit a hardcopy grant application or video grant 
application, please contact Into Our Hands Community Foundation to discuss 
your accessibility needs. 
 
All applications must be submitted to Into Our Hands Community Foundation 
by 5pm Sunday 25th October 2026 
 
You may wish to prepare the following information before commencing: 
1. Your organisation details including ABN number, and registered charity 

and DGR1 details if applicable.  Please note we are unable to provide 
funds to unincorporated community groups.  

2. Your organisation’s banking details. 

https://intoourhandscommunityfoundation.formstack.com/forms/growmyrtleford2026
https://intoourhandscommunityfoundation.formstack.com/forms/growmyrtleford2026


 
3. The contact details for the secondary contact. The secondary contact is 

someone at your organisation who is responsible and is a backup in 
case the primary contact cannot be reached. They may be a volunteer or 
staff member assisting with this application, or an office bearer like a 
board director. Whoever makes sense in your context. 

4. Information about your project addressing the following: 
a. A project title and description 
b. Who in the community will benefit 
c. What outcomes you expect to achieve through your project 
d. If you will be partnering with other organisations to deliver this 

project 
e. A project budget 

5. Any quotations, letters of support or other relevant documents you wish 
to upload. 

 

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? 
 
After the grant round closing date, applications will be assessed for eligibility by 
Into Our Hands Community Foundation. 
 
Applications will then be assessed against the assessment criteria by the Grow 
Myrtleford+ grant assessment panel. 
 
The Primary and Secondary Contacts as nominated in the grant application will 
receive an email regarding the outcome of their application. Grant applications 
may be fully funded, partially funded or unsuccessful. 
 
Successful grant applicants who hold DGR1 status will be paid their funds in full 
following notification. 
 
The grant auspicing process, which non-DGR1 successful grant applicants 
require to receive their funds, will take place after notification of success. This 
auspicing process is managed by Into Our Hands Community Foundation and 
payment of grant funds may take up to four weeks due to this process. 
 
Successful applicants will be required to sign a grant agreement. This outlines 
the responsibilities of the successful grant applicant to Grow Myrtleford+ and 
Into Our Hands Community Foundation which include submitting a short 
acquittal report upon completion of the grant activities, and logo and name 
acknowledgement and recognition of Grow Myrtleford+ and IOHCF in 
communications. 
  



 
QUESTIONS? 
 
If you have queries, accessibility needs or trouble with your application please 
contact Kylie Edmondson at Into Our Hands Community Foundation on 0466 
252 866 or info@intoourhands.com.au 
 


